WHAT HAPPENS AFTER WE DIE?

ltds a question we an
forbearers have asksdce the time

100,000 years agiben

Neanderthafs probably stillacking

true languagebegan to bury their

dead with flowerexpressing the

hope anthropologists presumieat

something newly generative would

follow life.
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THE UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY ON THE OTHER SIDE OF LIFE

gt 0 = \ In every humangeneration people

, havelonged to know more about
whatfi if anythingfi follows death,
and our understanding thie
inescapableertainty of our deaths is
the foremosthing thatunites us as
human beings.

AFTER, the new documentary by Say
Yes Quickly Productioiiscreators of
the awaravinning filmTwo Spirits,
which will be broadcast during the
2011 ol ndependent Len
on PBSi is an intelligent, moving,
visually stunning examination of our
universal quest to know more about
what follows death as well as the
myriad ways in which that desire
profoundly affects the ways we live.

From the creation of the worldds religions to
from the determation to live in ways that guarantee a particular afterlife to disbelief in anything

other than the physical life we know, human ideas about what follows death serve as both threats
and motivations, fears and |edsath amdésipassililites An d
more than they are commonly linked to anything else.

According toAmerican essayist and novelist Paul Thor@@eath is an endless nighto awful

to contemplate that it can make us love life and value it with such pasgiomay be the ultimate
cause of al Yes,jheiyevitabilitg of detibuesdife with ifs richest qualitiegsent

the knowledge aur approachindeatts,we would be as uncreative as animals. Without death,
ethics, aesthetics, amvee the longing to love would lack conviction. Life would have little urgency,
and questions about how best to live would never demand to be asked.

Yetwe are an inherently exploratory speci@swe long to know what lies beyagrdat oceans,
high mountainanges, our own plafieandthe undiscovered country on the other side of life
is a place, a condition, or a nothingness about which every single of onehas a deep
interest, an elementafascination.



COMPELLING STORIES

As its narrative focus,
AFTER introduces and
paints compellingortraits
of five ordinary people
whose ages, diseases,
occupationsculturesand
personal inclinations make
them particularly conscious
of the question of afterlife.
Representing a range of
religious traditions,
ethnicities, ages and
genders the rich personal
stories of these five
carefully selectedpbeople
will be linked by their
common questions and
rumi nati ons, and their shared bel iietestibgh at wha
They are people whoseieiptations about what follows life range from fearful to eager, from blithe
acceptance of the certainty of nothingness to utter determination to solve the mystery before its
arrival.

AFTER alsopresents clips featurirenowned people from around therld whose perspectives
about what will follow their own deathwill lend both breath and authority to the film
Subjectsvill include;

His Holiness th®alai Lama;
ArchbishopDesmond Tutuy;

physicisFreeman Dyson

neurologist and bestselling autbbver Sachs
occult and ChristiamovelistAnne Rice
micradbiologist and Nobel laured&mes Watson
basketball legemthreem Abdul Jabbar
sculptor_ouise Bourgeois

opera sopranbeontyne Price

rabbi and bestselling authtarold Kushner,
architect.M Pei;

journalisiand authoChristopher Hitchens,
Apollo astronauBuzz Aldrin;

bluedegend.B. King; and

spiritualist and bestselling autheepak Chopra
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They andtherswill intimatelyshare their beliefs, hopesand fearsabout what will h@pen after
their deaths as well as discuss the ways in which their imaginings have informed and shaped their
lives.



Several carefubglectedcademicianswho are at ease and expressive on cameradwhose

work isfocused on death, ideas of afterlifd,tha culture and sociology of religious belief will lend
AFTER authoritywhile sustaining the fast pace of the fdkmong those likely @ppeaon

camera include:

Sam Harris philosopher, neuroscientist, and authdihaf End of Faith

Jack Miles MacArthur Foundation fellowJniversity of Californi&yvine professor, and
author ofGod: A Biography

internationally bestselling autkaren Armstrong aTED Prize winnerwhose many
books includ& History of God

Barnard College profesgdan F. Se@l, author ofLife After Death

Dan Cohn-Sherbok Trinity University College professor and edit@eybnd Death
Rutgers professor and editoDafath and Afterld@oshi Obayashi, and

Christopher M. Moreman Saint Francis Xavier Univergitpfessoand author oBeyond
the Threshold: Afterlife Beliefs and Experiences in World Religions
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STRIKING IMAGES

AFTER will present a
visualfeast of images
filmed around the world
Viewers will observe
deathand grieving
rituals from an array of
cultures, thirtruest
commonality the
universal belief that
death and its aftermath
are sacreahd intimate
as well as collectigad
profound.

Because people find it
virtually impossible to imagine an afterlife outside the context of the lives theiskabw,
illustrations of subjectsd afterl i fe be lmagnéedealmsi | | be
of billowing clouds, pastoral nirvanas, joyous reunions of loved ome®rsndpension in the
blackness of spdteare visual images anchored in abtuadn experience andlill be illustrated
without the need for CG effects or animation.

AFTER will be shot in higitefinition video in 16:9 aspect ratio and Dolbyséundand will be
cut to an 88ninute runtime.



CAPTIVATING INFORMATION

Combininghe storytelling skills
of the filmmakerghe

knowledge and insights of the

f i limedview subjectand
arestingfootage shot around
the world AFTER will present

a wide range déscinating
information about the subject of
afterlife, including, for example:,

-

A Neurologist now offer
physiological
explanatiosfor
common neadeath
experiencés suchas the
perception of distant
light, travel through
tunnels, overwhelming calm and eupfianaluding their contention that those
phenomena are caused by the death of neuroimsluced by cerebral anoxia, the lack of
oxygen.

A Eg))//%tians believeeingmummified was the only way taattain an afterlife Only ifa
corpse had been properly embalaratientombed could the dead live again.

A According to th@almud, followingdeath, soslarebrought for judgmerandexperience a
period of review of their earthly actions/hich they amnmade awae of what they have
done wrong

A Saint Augustineargued thaall unbaptized people go to hel) including infants,
although thegufferlesshanthose who lived long enough to dpgilty of actual sins

A Mormons believe thafollowing deatlp e o p | e e nSpietiPrisendbdr her 0
oParadise which are temporary realrAfierJ e s us 6 s sp@its argppenmanentihh o s e
assigned to threffferingdegres of heavenly glodnd theybelieve thatvomen can only
enter heaven if they have .been married or

A In DNA co-discovereFrancis Crick arguedhat traditional conceptualizations of the soul
as a nommaterial being must be replaced fyyaiologicainderstanding of how the brain
produceshemindand t he mi nd.VWinmahk etshoe tbhreacosteidsl deat h
t he odesasivel

A Hindus believe that following death, tlelldeaves the body andmearnates itsélfin
theform of animals or otherlowerr e at ur es i f amaddyirgliféand me d b e
in human form witlajoyousdlife if the person was goadhis or her previous life.

A Robert Pirsig, author oZen and the Art of Motorcycle Majenssctarhenone
person suffers from a delusiors catled insanitfWwhen many people suffer fronthe
delusionthat life continues after deathit is called religion.




