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 WHAT HAPPENS AFTER WE DIE? 

Itõs a question we and our and 
forbearers have asked since the time 
100,000 years ago when 
Neanderthalsñprobably still lacking 
true languageñbegan to bury their 
dead with flowers, expressing the 
hope, anthropologists presume, that 
something newly generative would 
follow life. 

In every human generation, people 
have longed to know more about 
whatñif anythingñfollows death, 
and our understanding of the 
inescapable certainty of our deaths is 
the foremost thing that unites us as 
human beings.  
 
AFTER , the new documentary by Say 
Yes Quickly Productionsñcreators of 
the award-winning film Two Spirits, 
which will be broadcast during the 
2011 òIndependent Lensó season 
on PBSñis an intelligent, moving, 
visually stunning examination of our 
universal quest to know more about 
what follows death as well as the 
myriad ways in which that desire 
profoundly affects the ways we live.  
 

From the creation of the worldõs religions to the efforts of medical science to delay deathõs onset, 
from the determination to live in ways that guarantee a particular afterlife to disbelief in anything 
other than the physical life we know, human ideas about what follows death serve as both threats 
and motivations, fears and just rewards. And all the worldõs people share death and its possibilities 
more than they are commonly linked to anything else. 
 
According to American essayist and novelist Paul Thoreaux, òDeath is an endless night so awful 
to contemplate that it can make us love life and value it with such passion that it may be the ultimate 
cause of all joy and all art.ó Yes, the inevitability of death imbues life with its richest qualities; absent 
the knowledge of our approaching deaths, we would be as uncreative as animals. Without death, 
ethics, aesthetics, and even the longing to love would lack conviction. Life would have little urgency, 
and questions about how best to live would never demand to be asked. 
 
Yet we are an inherently exploratory speciesñwe long to know what lies beyond great oceans, 
high mountain ranges, our own planetñand the undiscovered country on the other side of life 
is a place, a condition, or a nothingness about which every single of one us has a deep 
interest, an elemental fascination. 
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COMPELLING STORIES 

 
As its narrative focus, 
AFTER  introduces and 
paints compelling portraits 
of five ordinary people 
whose ages, diseases, 
occupations, cultures, and 
personal inclinations make 
them particularly conscious 
of the question of afterlife. 
Representing a range of 
religious traditions, 
ethnicities, ages, and 
genders, the  rich personal 
stories of these five, 
carefully selected people 
will be linked by their 
common questions and 
ruminations, and their shared belief that whatever follows life, itõs certain to be interesting. 
They are people whose anticipations about what follows life range from fearful to eager, from blithe 
acceptance of the certainty of nothingness to utter determination to solve the mystery before its 
arrival. 
 
AFTER  also presents clips featuring renowned people from around the world whose perspectives 
about what will follow their own death will lend both breath and authority to the film. 
Subjects will include; 
 

Á His Holiness the Dalai Lama;  

Á Archbishop Desmond Tutu;  

Á physicist Freeman Dyson;  

Á neurologist and bestselling author Oliver Sachs;  

Á occult and Christian novelist Anne Rice; 

Á microbiologist and Nobel laureate James Watson;  

Á basketball legend Kareem Abdul Jabbar; 

Á sculptor Louise Bourgeois;  

Á opera soprano Leontyne Price;  

Á rabbi and bestselling author Harold Kushner;  

Á architect I.M Pei;  

Á journalist and author Christopher Hitchens;  

Á Apollo astronaut Buzz Aldrin;  

Á blues legend B.B. King; and  

Á spiritualist and bestselling author Deepak Chopra  
 
They and others will intimately share their beliefs, hopes, and fears about what will happen after 
their deaths as well as discuss the ways in which their imaginings have informed and shaped their 
lives. 
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Several carefully selected academicians who are at ease and expressive on camera and whose 
work is focused on death, ideas of afterlife, and the culture and sociology of religious belief will lend 
AFTER  authority while sustaining the fast pace of the film.  Among those likely to appear on 
camera include: 
 

Á Sam Harris, philosopher, neuroscientist, and author of The End of Faith;  

Á Jack Miles, MacArthur Foundation fellow, University of California, Irvine professor, and 
author of God: A Biography;  

Á internationally bestselling author Karen Armstrong, a TED Prize winner, whose many 
books include A History of God; 

Á Barnard College professor Alan F. Segal, author of Life After Death; 

Á Dan Cohn-Sherbok, Trinity University College professor and editor of Beyond Death; 

Á Rutgers professor and editor of Death and Afterlife, Hiroshi Obayashi, and  

Á Christopher M. Moreman, Saint Francis Xavier University professor and author of Beyond 
the Threshold: Afterlife Beliefs and Experiences in World Religions. 

 
 
STRIKING IMAGES 

AFTER  will present a 

visual feast of images 

filmed around the world. 

Viewers will observe 

death and grieving 

rituals from an array of 

cultures, their truest 

commonality the 

universal belief that 

death and its aftermath 

are sacred and intimate 

as well as collective and 

profound.  

Because people find it 

virtually impossible to imagine an afterlife outside the context of the lives they know, visual 

illustrations of subjectsõ afterlife beliefs will be images from the real world. Imagined realms 

of billowing clouds, pastoral nirvanas, joyous reunions of loved ones, and even suspension in the 

blackness of spaceñare visual images anchored in actual human experience and will be illustrated 

without the need for CG effects or animation. 

AFTER  will be shot in high-definition video in 16:9 aspect ratio and Dolby 5-1 sound and will be 

cut to an 86-minute runtime. 
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CAPTIVATING INFORMATION 
 

Combining the storytelling skills 
of the filmmakers, the 
knowledge and insights of the 
filmõs interview subjects, and 
arresting footage shot around 
the world, AFTER  will present 
a wide range of fascinating 
information about the subject of 
afterlife, including, for example:,  
 

Á Neurologists now offer 
physiological 
explanations for 
common near-death 
experiencesñsuch as the 
perception of distant 
light, travel through 
tunnels, overwhelming calm and euphoriañincluding their contention that those 
phenomena are caused by the death of neurons induced by cerebral anoxia, the lack of 
oxygen. 

Á Egyptians believed being mummified was the only way to attain an afterlife. Only if a 

corpse had been properly embalmed and entombed could the dead live again. 

Á According to the Talmud, following death, souls are brought for judgment and experience a 

period of review of their earthly actions in which they are made aware of what they have 

done wrong.  

Á Saint Augustine argued that all unbaptized people go to hell, including infants, 

although they suffer less than those who lived long enough to be guilty of actual sins. 

Á Mormons believe that following death, people enter either òSpirit Prisonó or 

òParadise,ó which are temporary realms. After Jesusõs return, those spirits are permanently 

assigned to three differing degrees of heavenly glory. And they believe that women can only 

enter heaven if they have been married or òsealedó to a man. 

Á In DNA co-discoverer Francis Crick argued that traditional conceptualizations of the soul 

as a non-material being must be replaced by a physiological understanding of how the brain 

produces the mind and the mind òmakesó the soul. With the brainõs death, Crick contended, 

the òsouló dies as well. 

Á Hindus  believe that following death, the soul leaves the body and re-incarnates itselfñin 

the form of animals or other lower creatures if one performed bad òkarmasó during life, and 

in human form with a joyous life if the person was good in his or her previous life. 

Á Robert Pirsig, author of Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance, argues that when one 

person suffers from a delusion, itõs called insanity. When many people suffer from the 

delusion that life continues after death, it is called religion. 


